
 

During Saturday and Sunday of the 22nd 
and 23rd March, forty of our talented 
musicians took part in the famous 
Ramsbottom Musical Festival.   
 
Singers, pianists, woodwind and brass 
players all experienced the nervous 
excitement of performing to an unknown 
audience and were a credit to 

themselves, their parents and to Fred 
Longworth High School. Every musician 
performed with skill, and sensitivity  
conquering their nerves bravely, and 
showing that they were a match or better 
than students their own age from all over 
the North of England. 
 
Massive congratulations to everyone 

(Continued on page 2) 
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On Thursday 30th January a top London 
D.J. Harry Love, came into school to 
perform and run masterclasses for our 
students on the latest creative wave to 
hit Britain in recent years.   
 
Mixing or D.J.ing enables musicians 
to use two records to run 
simultaneously and modify each 
track using various techniques to 
create original and interesting effects 
using vinyl records.  We hope to 
provide the opportunity for students 
to explore this style in the near 
future. 
 
Year 8, and some Year 11 students, 
were given the opportunity to see a 
real ‘Pop Concert’ on Wednesday 
5th March when Jamie Pearce gave 
a concert in school.  Jamie is 
currently on tour with Liberty X and 
has his latest C.D. out this month.   
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We are delighted to report that the Secretary of State for Education, Charles Clarke has approved our bid to be re-
designated as an Arts College for the next four years – from September 2003 – September 2007.   Eligibility to bid for 
a third phase of funding was limited to only six schools in the country – the first six Arts Colleges designated in 1997. 
 
The benefits will be great, since continuation funding of £135,000 per year will come our way and enable us to expand 
our work with local primary schools and the community in general. 
 
Re-designation reflects great credit on our Arts team for their achievements since our Arts College started in 1997. 
 
Well done to all concerned. 
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 High and Hesketh Fletcher, our two 
partner schools.  Marlene is an 
International Vocalist and appeared at 
the Mill on the Pier with other top 
professional musicians on Saturday 29th 
March.  She was very impressed by the 
standard and quality of our music 
students. 
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On Monday 24th March, ‘Dick 
Dunscombe, a music professor from 
Florida State University ran a jazz 
masterclass for the Fred Longworth 
Community Big Band.  Dick also works 
for Warner Brothers music division and 
kindly donated music for our students to 
play at our forthcoming concert. 
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The Community Brass 
Band will be competing 
at Huddersfield Town 
Hall against bands from 
all over the U.K. on 
Sunday 30th March. 
 
The Community Big 
Band are also giving a 
concert on Friday May 
2nd at 7.30 p.m. at 
Atherton Parish Church.  
Tickets are available from the Music 
Dept. priced at £2.00 and £4.00. 
 
 

- 	 � � �� / �- � � � . 0 � ,- 	 � � �� / �- � � � . 0 � ,- 	 � � �� / �- � � � . 0 � ,- 	 � � �� / �- � � � . 0 � , ����
 
Sunday 6th April is the date to see 
Daniel Wood’s production of some of 
musical theatres© best songs and 
dances.  Daniel has hired the Quays 
Theatre at The Lowry Centre, Salford 
and has organised some of the North’s 
finest talent to perform excerpts from, 
‘Blood Brothers’, ‘Aida’, ‘Fame’, ‘Miss 
Saigon’, ‘Lion King’ etc 
 
T h e 
production is 
b e i n g 
supported by 
the music and 
technical staff 
of Arts College 
and is both 

professionally organised and well worth 
seeing.  Tickets are available from The 
Lowry Box Office priced £10.00.  Please 
support this daring and exciting venture 
if you can. 
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On Sunday 9th March 2003 a group of 
17 students from Fred Longworth High 
School performed to a public audience 
at ‘The Lowry’ in Salford.  This event 
was organised by Dance Initiative, 
Greater Manchester and involved 
community and youth groups from the 
10 boroughs across Manchester.   Our 
school were representing Wigan.  We 
would  like to take this opportunity to say 
a big thank you to all who were involved.  
Well done!! 

 

 
- * � � , +� 
 �. � � 
 � �- * � � , +� 
 �. � � 
 � �- * � � , +� 
 �. � � 
 � �- * � � , +� 
 �. � � 
 � �

� � * �� � * �� � * �� � * � ����
 
Monday 17th March, a group of drama 
students from Year 7 toured around to 
three local primary schools in Tyldesley 
and Leigh.  The schools involved were 
Westleigh Methodist Primary, Shakerley 
C. of E. and St. George’s Central 
Primary School. 
 
The play is about how to encourage 
children to work together and combat 

(Continued on page 3) 

who took part and a special well done to 
our prize winners – Laura Trowbridge 
(voice), Emma Thornton (voice), Jessica 
Lloyd (clarinet), Ashlea Barrett (clarinet), 
Rebecca Heyes (clarinet), Michael 
Marsden (cornet), Chris. Turnbull 
(baritone), Sam Dolan (trombone), Sam 
Robinson, (tuba), Robert Webb (cornet) 
and Nicholas Garbett (tenor horn). 
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On Friday May 2nd the Fred Longworth 
Big Band will be giving a concert in 
Atherton Parish Church.  The band, led 
by Rick Asbury (keyboards) and Richard 
Halliwell (saxophone), formed to allow 
talented students and adults from the 
local area to meet to play and enhance 
their musical skills. 
 
The band will play contemporary jazz and 
pop classics and will be recording the 
performance to make their first C.D. 
called ‘Live in the Parish’.  The concert 
will start at 7.30 p.m. and will appeal to 
anyone interested in live music, 
especially jazz. 
�
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Marlene VerPlanck and the Jeff Eales trio 
gave concerts, masterclasses and 
workshops on Friday 28th March for both 
our students and students from Bedford 



 Wednesday 19th March 2003, at 
Dorset Road Community Centre. 

 
Well done to all those who took part in 
this project. 
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Fred Longworth aims to ‘….work together 
to enable everyone to experience 
success, and fulfil their potential within a 
caring and effective learning 
environment.’  This year we have 
secured additional funding to help us 
provide more opportunities for all to reach 
their potential. 
Most of the money will be spent on 
improving current provision within the 
classroom.  As a result of this extra 
funding, your child may also be given the 
opportunity to participate in out-of-school 
hours activities designed to help them 
achieve their potential.  These may 
include; masterclasses, mentoring 
programmes, regional events, trips, 
competitions etc. 
 
Our aim is to help every child reach their 
potential. 
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Healthy Schools isn’t an entirely new 
idea.  Many schools have been involved 
in developing successful strategies for 
years.  Fred Longworth has always been 
aware of the importance of providing a 
safe, comfortable working environment in 
order to encourage all our students to 
achieve full potential and we try to make 
sure all the right things happen at school 
to tackle any health issues which might 

affect learning. 
 
Over the past three years 
the whole school 
community has worked 
together to increase whole 
school understanding of 
the risks, effects and 
consequences of drugs 
mis-use and abuse, both 
legal and illegal.  Parents 
identified what issues they 
wanted, staff commented 
on how such issues may 

be delivered effectively to students and 
the students told us what they wanted 
discussed. 
 
Drugs modules are now in place and 
have been delivered over the last three 
years in Years 7, 8 and 9 by form tutors.  
Students are given time to look at drugs 
issues, commenting on and discussing 
in small groups the risks and 
consequences of drugs mis-use and 
abuse – smoking, alcohol and illegal 
drugs in Year 9.  Drugs INSETS and 
evenings have also taken place for staff 
and parents. 
 
As a result, February 2003 saw Fred 
Longworth High School, along with six 
Primary Schools in the Wigan area, gain 
accreditation for the Wigan Healthy 
Schools programme.  Mrs. Stanisstreet, 
Deputy Head, along with Miss Barton 
and Mr. Hibbert represented the school 
and were presented with their 
certification at Haigh Hall by Cllr Brian 
Wilson for the school’s specialist work in 
Drugs Education.  A short presentation 
outlining the work done by the school 
was made and a display was on show. 
 
And the work still goes on.  This year we 
hope to pilot a new module for Years 10 
and 11 and reassess past modules to 
see where improvements may be made.  
A big thank you to all students, parents, 
staff and outside agencies for their help 
in making this such a successful 
venture. 
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We set off in the coach at 8.30 a.m.  
Rachel Lawson half asleep, Rebecca 
Fox forgetting her stick, Oh! and we 
can’t forget Faye’s singing.  All in all we 
were not a pretty sight.  Team spirits 
were high as usual, even though it was 
so early in the morning.  We arrived at 
Robin Park at around 9.15 a.m.  
 
Thankfully the dreaded Deanery was in 
the other group, so we didn’t have to 
worry about them…or so we thought.  
The matches were only 9 minutes long; 
if we were going to score we had to do it 
quickly  The first match went well, we 
had lots of shots on goal, and our own 
goalie did us proud and saved every 

bullying.  Throughout the day, all of the 
students were made aware of different 
situations that they may come across 
when being bullied, and how they might 
tackle these situations.  Well done to all 
those involved in this project! 
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Fred Longworth High School are starting 
a dance/drama company on Wednesday 
30th April from 6.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.  
This is specifically aimed at working with 
people who have a learning disability 
and are aged 16 years or above. 
For further information contact Louise 
Rowley or Kirsty McLeod on 01942 
883796.    Funded by DiGM 
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This project provided older people and 
adults with learning or physical 
disabilities the opportunity to participate 
in dance workshops. 
All of those that took part were 
encouraged to create and share work 
with other members of the group, 
therefore enhancing their knowledge of 
movement and communication skills. 
� � The project took place in two 

centres, New Lodge and Hagfold; 
each session ran once a week for 
one and a half hours. 

� � Each participant developed focus 
and clarity of movement. 

� � A professional photographer was 
hired to take a number of 
photographs to enable us to display 
the work in community events. 

� � Overall everyone who took part 
gained confidence and enhanced 
their physical well being. 

·  Project was completed on 



 sudden death.  I stood on the mark, got 
ready, shot and scored.   Now it was down 
to Ashlea.  She took the shot and scored!! 
We were through to the finals!!! 
 
We were in the finals against Byrchall.  
Unfortunately we lost 1-0 but only just.  We 
had come second in the whole tournament!  
We were all so pleased.  Miss Dobson said 
a big ‘well done’ to our goalie, Sarah 
Gasket, who played brilliantly and to our 
goal scores, Robyn Nicholas, Ashley 
Sheals, and me. 
Natalie Shortman 8DL 
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The coach arrived at 6 o’clock to take 16 
excited girls from Freddies to the M.E.N. 
Arena to watch England versus New 
Zealand in the first of three matches in the 
2003 test series: we shared the coach with 
a group from Hesketh Fletcher. 
 
Once we arrived at the arena we were 
given programmes which told us details of 
every player in the squads and how many 
caps they had.  Tracy Neville, the sister of 
Philip and Gary Neville, has 60 caps, the 
most of all the current England players.  

Jade Clarke who plays for Oldham, the 
club I play for, was making her first 
senior England appearance. 
 
The atmosphere in the arena was 
electric as the players were introduced.  
England started well, scoring the first 
four goals without reply, but then Alex 
Astle, the goal shooter, started to shoot 
poorly and missed a lot of goals; this let 
New Zealand pull away and they 
finished the first quarter 10 goals ahead.  
Astle was replaced by Tracy Neville from 
the start of the second quarter and even 
though England’s play improved, they 
could never make up the goals they 
were behind, and lost the match 36 
goals to 52. 
 
Even though England lost the match, 
their supporters never gave up.  They 
cheered and shouted and waved their 
flags.  It was an excellent atmosphere. 
 
It was a great night and some excellent 
netball was played.  I hope that one day 
it could be me playing netball for 
England at the M.E.N. Arena. 
Rachael Taylor 7EM 
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To our new school nurse Kathryn 
Aspinall, a fully qualified state enrolled 
nurse.  Kathryn is looking forward to 
making a big contribution to our health 

education programme and hopefully 
‘curing’ one or two of her customers.  
We look forward to working with her. 
 
Watch this 
space………………….. 
 
Is there a new visual arts building in 
the offing for the school??  
Preliminary talks with the L.E.A. have 
just started.  
 
Here’s hoping…………..! 

shot the opposition made.  Final result 0-
0.  Miss Dobson jiggled around with our 
positions, then we played a few more 
matches and drew each of them, and it 
then had to go down to penalties.  Miss 
Dobson had to pick five girls to take 
them.  She chose Ashlea Sheals, 
Rebecca Fox, Faye Whitely, Robyn 
Nicholls, and me.  Luckily, we won that 
and were through to the semi finals, 
what we didn’t know was the team we 
were playing was…DEANERY!   
 
We walked on to the pitch feeling 
nervous but of course we couldn’t show 
it.  They got the first push back, and then 
we were off.  After only about a minute 
the ball was flying up the wing, we took a 
shot but narrowly missed.  They then got 
possession, ran through the centre, but 
then got a penalty corner.  I was on the 
back post ready to hit it up to Faye, in 
the centre.  This time it was our goalie 
who was nervous.  Fortunately they 
missed.  Once again the match came to 
a 0-0 draw and it went to penalties.  
They took the first shot and scored.  
Ashlea was next but she missed.  
Thankfully they missed on their next 
turn.  Then it was Faye’s turn, but she 
missed!  On their third go they scored 
again then it was Robyn’s turn.  Robyn 
hadn’t missed a shot so far, so we were 
pretty confident.  She scored!!!  Luckily 
on their next go they missed – but 
unluckily, so did we!  They took their last 
go and missed.  it was down to me – if I 
missed we lost, but if I scored it went to 
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Progress Review Day  
(students attend school for appointment only)  Friday 4th April 

 
End of term      Friday 11th April 

 
Easter Holiday      Monday 14th April –Friday 25th April 

 
Return to school     Monday 28th April 
 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening    Tuesday 29th April 

 
Bank Holiday      Monday 5th May 

 
Year 10 Work Experience    Tuesday 6th May – Friday 16th 
May 

 
Half term holiday     Monday 26th May – Friday 30th 
May 

 
Return to school     Monday 2nd June   


