FREDDIES TREAD THE BOARDS AT
STRATFORD!!!

On Monday 30 June twenty four of our
talented students from Years 8 to 10 took their
acclaimed, winning production of ‘Henry V, In
Love and War to the Royal Shakespeare
Courtyard Theatre in Stratford. Their piece
was presented to Michael Boyd, the RSC’s
Artistic Director, and an audience made up of
professional actors as well as the general
public.

It was an incredible honour to be invited and
an amazing experience for all concerned,
incorporating an acting workshop with RSC
actress Alexia Healy, a picnic by the River
Avon, an evening barbecue and a night at the
lovely Thistle Hotel on Sunday 29 June — all at
the expense of the RSC.

On Monday came our performance on the
world famous Stratford stage. Our production
was well received by the audience and
Michael Boyd described it as “Unbelievable:
an outstanding achievement”.

The only disappointment was the non-
appearance of David Tennant, though we did
get to touch his suit jacket which was hanging
in the rehearsal room! A pity he wasn'tin it.

The students were a credit to the school and
we hope this won't be the last of our

association with the RSC.
&
Shagesence

FRED LONGWORTH JAZZ CONCERT

On Thursday June 19 the Fred Longworth
Big Band, conducted by Mr Asbury, gave a
concert of Jazz standards and Pop classics
ranging from the works of Count Basie, Cole
Porter and Duke Ellington to Rock and Roll
classics like ‘Jailhouse Rock’ and ‘Wild
Thing.’

Special guests included ‘The Dads' and
vocal solos were provided by the fantastic
Beth Haydock and Hannah Ralph.

Mr Asbury’'s Jazz Quiz was won by ‘The
Gov'ners’, literally our school governors,
who received an A* and a bottle of ‘vino
collapso.’

Our own Jim Bailey completed a very
impressive test beating a number of
musicians and teachers’ teams.

Kate and Beth perform ‘All That Jazz’




DROP EVERYTHING AND
READ!

The entire school came to a \g
standstill for twenty minutes on

Wednesday 18 June as a bell

rang to announce the start of the ‘Drop
Everything And Read’ initiative.

As part of our events for National Year of
Reading, silence descended as students,
teachers and even visitors settled down with
their books. The atmosphere was described by
Mr. Murphy, the Deputy Headteacher, as one of
‘serenity’ despite the echoing footsteps of four
members of staff who dashed around the
school taking photographs to capture the event.

Twenty lucky students, caught on camera
reading, were awarded certificates and gift
vouchers; posters, showing some of the
teachers engrossed in their books, have
now been produced to promote reading for
pleasure. It is hoped that this successful
venture will now run three times a year.

ATHLETICS

Congratulations to Charlie Tyson (Y7), Laura
Riches (Y10), Kieran Wallwork (Y10) and
George Mills (Y10) for winning their events at
the Wigan Schools’ Athletics Championships.

CROSS-COUNTRY

Four  students  represented
Greater Manchester at cross-
country after achieving a top ten
place in the Wigan Schools’
championship.

o

Well done to Charlie Boardman, Matthew
Guest, Laura Riches and Ben Meredith.

o
FOOTBALL i b
Well done to the Year 9 football ot
team on a superb season. They -
won the Wigan Schools’ League and the
group stage at the Liverpool Academy
Tournament.

SCHOOL SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
SUMMER 2008

A Rugby League

refereeing  course
has been taking
place at Fred
Longworth High

School with fifteen

Year 9/10 students and seven members of staff.
The course was a success with all participants
passing the examination.

Teacher training for ‘Boccia’® has been
completed at all the feeder primary schools in
the Fred Longworth partnership. The inclusive
sport was welcomed as a breath of fresh air for
the schools, after which most will develop the
sport as a lunch time activity.

An inter school rounders competition was
organised at Fred Longworth High School
resulting in an extremely close contest with St
George’s narrowly winning the event. All 50
participants enjoyed the competition.

~

Aspull Wrestling Club have set € %=
up taster sessions and extra
curricular clubs in school. The
clubs have been well attended
with two students being selected to represent
the club at a national championship from
Year 7 and Year 10.

British Cycling has started a 5
cycling club at the school. The g
club will run throughout the
summer.

The Outdoor Adventurous Activities festival
involving primary schools was a great
success with over 220 students attending a
full day at Fred Longworth High School. The
feedback from the participants was fantastic.

A special thanks to all Fred Longworth JSLA
students who helped run the event.

Well done!

Mr. Cannon




DREAM COMES TRUE FOR REBECCA AND
CHARLOTTE!

Rebecca Anderson and Charlotte Maloney, two
of our Year 10 Drama
students, have been chosen @
by the three judges at the %\J
Shakespeare Festival to join

the Royal Shakespeare

Company Youth Theatre this summer.

For two weeks they will live and work with the
RSC in Stratford and on the 22 August they will

appear in a performance of ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’ at the Courtyard Theatre.

We wish the girls every success and look
forward to watching their performance in
August.

If you would like tickets to see the girls in action
call the RSC Box Office on 01789 296655.

THANKS TO ALL OUR FRIENDS

As we near the end of the Academic Year, may
I wish all our families and friends of the school a
very happy and safe holiday.

I would also like to thank you for vyour
tremendous support over the past year — we
really appreciate it.

It has been another excellent year for Fred
Longworth High School, with many highlights -
the Shakespeare event described in this issue
being typical of the outstanding opportunities on
offer to our students.

Finally may | thank all our staff — now
numbering 160, for their hard work and unfailing

good humour over the year.

Have a good holiday.

A Colley

END OF TERM

Term will end on Friday 18 July at 1.30 p.m.
when students will be allowed to go home.

Some individual school visits may not return
until later. Students should make sure their
families are aware of their return times.

START OF TERM

The new Academic Year will start on

Tuesday 2 September 2008.

New Year 7 students will start at 8.35 a.m.
All other students should report for period 2
at 9.45 a.m. Don't be late!

SAFE CYCLING

A large number of our students presently
cycle to school. Over the past year we have
had several serious incidents involving
students on cycles.

As part of our ongoing work on road safety
all students who cycle to school in Years 7-9
have attended a training course on safe
cycling.

From September 2008 we will be closely
monitoring all students who cycle to school.
Those  students who  attend  with
unroadworthy cycles or who cycle in a
careless or inconsiderate way may be
required to sign a Safe Cycling Contract.
The aim of this is to provide ongoing training
for our students in order to keep them safe
and to make them aware of their
responsibilities whilst cycling.

Students will receive details at the start of

the Autumn Term.

Students are not allowed to come on to the
school site on motorcycles.

CAR PARK

Parents should not enter the
school site to drop students off.

MOTORCYCLES




HOLIDAY PATTERN 2008 — 2009 (all dates inclusive)

Autumn Term 2008

Term Starts

Tuesday 2 September 20 08

Half Term

Monday 27 October - Friday 310ctober 2008

Staff Training Day

Friday 28 November 2008 (no students)

End of Term

Friday 19 December 2008

Spring Term 2009

Term Starts

Tuesday 6 January 2009

Half Term

Monday 16 February - Friday 20 February 2009

Staff Training Day

Monday 23 February 2009 (no students)

End of Term Friday 3 April 2009
Summer Term 2009 |Term Starts Monday 20 April 2009
Bank Holiday Monday 4 May 2009
Half Term Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May 2009
End of Term Friday 17 July 2009

PROPOSED HOLIDAY PATTERN 2009 - 2010 (all dates in clusive)

Autumn Term 2009

Term Starts

Vednesday 2 September 2009

Half Term Monday 26 October - Friday 30 October 2009
End of Term Friday 18 December 2009
Spring Term Term Starts Monday 4 January 2010
Half Term Monday 15 February - Friday 19 February 2010
End of Term Friday 26 March 2010
Summer Term Term Starts Tuesday 13 April 2010
Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2010
Half Term Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June 2010
End of Term Friday 16 July 2010

Staff Training Days

Tuesday 1 September 2009
Friday 27 November 2009
Monday 12 April 2010

MATHS PUZZLE

Rectangles on Checkered board

How many rectangles on an 8 x 8 chessboard?
(Remember squares are rectangles!)

First correct answer to Mr MacArthur wins a scientific calculator.




POETRY CELEBRATION 2008

Congratulations to Nicholas Dobson 7KM and
Charles Thompson 9SL who are both prize
winners in this year's Wigan LA Poetry
Celebration. Nicholas and three of his class
mates also attended a Poetry workshop at
Haigh Hall, Wigan, with poet David Horner on
3 July, prior to the Prize Presentation
Evening on the same date.

Below are the poems submitted by the
students.

The Real Me!

So you want to know the real me?

But do you know the real you?

We spend time with different personalities
In front of different people.

We never tend to share the real us

For fear of ridicule, humiliation and mistrust.
We develop different sides to our self

And take them off our mental shelf.

You know you have a good true friend
When walls fall down and boundaries bend.
So you want to know the real me?

Which one do you want to see?

So you want to know the real me?

A good friend are you going to be?

Nick Dobson (Age 12)

The Real Me!

Me? ..... is a Secret Agent,
Sneaking on the roof,

Me? ..... is a Detective,
Searching for the proof.

Me? ..... is an Astronaut,
Flying to the stars,
Me? ..... is an F1 Driver,

Beating other cars.

Me? ....is a Ninja,

Using Tae Kwon Do,

Me? ....is a Football Star,
My skills are all for show.

Me? .... is a Soldier,

On the front lines,

Me? .... is a Poet,
Making up all the rhymes.

Charles Thompson (Age 14)

HENRY V — IN LOVE AND WAR

The most sophisticated of the five plays, and
practically deserving of a full review of its
own. Fred Longworth’s retelling Henry V
was an innovative and fascinating one that
brought several original ideas to the text. It
had been trimmed down from an hour long,
but in this 25 minute version we caught a
glimpse of the excellent work that had gone
into it.

Taking a slant that focused on issues of love
and marriage, this production centred on
Katherine, playing her scenes almost in full.
Adding in dialogue from Romeo and Juliet, a
new narrative was created that saw the King
of France commanding his daughter to
prepare for marriage with Henry in case of
defeat, much to her disgust and panic. To
this end, in a genius scene, her French
lesson became a comically violent
preparation, with her miming how she was
going to use her fingers, nails and ‘bilbows’
to punch, scratch, poke and gut her ‘enemy’.

In the final scene, in another excellent
decision, Henry mixed Shakespearean
dialogue with contemporary phrases to
emphasise the ‘plainness’ of his speech,
eventually winning her over through his
directness. The chorus was played by three
young actresses who were all extremely
articulate verse-speakers, splitting the lines
between them and throwing a tennis ball to
various actors in order to start the scenes.
I've heard good choruses before, but for
some reason the strong Manc accents
worked perfectly with the verse, and were
definitely the day’s best vocal performances.

| have no hesitation in saying that, even as
abbreviated as it was, this was better than
some of, say, the drama school
performances in the Complete Works.

Excellent work.

Peter Kirwan
RSC Journalist/Arts Critic
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INTEGRATED DANCE & MUSIC SCHOOL

The aim of the Summer Scheme is to work with
13-18 year old students (both disabled and able
bodied) encouraging young people to explore and
enjoy dance and music to enhance their
individual creativity.

The dates are as follows:

Monday 21 July 10.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.

Tuesday 22 July 10.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.

Wednesday 23 July 10.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.
(sharing for friends and family)

Places will be strictly limited.

For further information please contact Miss
Rowley in school on 01942 883796

DANCE TRAINING

8¢ &
Dance |Initiative Greater K‘O' fad
Manchester, Wigan L
Leisure and Culture Trust T
and Fred Longworth High
School have recently run
a Community Dance training course. The
course was aimed at anyone working in
the community sector who wanted to
know more about delivering dance
through their work. This was led by
Ludus Dance who are Britain’s leading
dance in education.

The course has been a success, inspiring
many people to incorporate the arts into
their work places.

For more information on future events
please contact Miss Rowley.




On the 5 June poet and teacher Cliff Yates
came into school to run a Poetry Workshop
for twenty five Y7 students. This is the third
year we have invited Cliff into school and we
always look forward to his visits.

The students started with a free writing task.
They were given a sentence opening; in this
case, ‘The first time 1....” and they had to
continue writing for five minutes without
stopping. They had other tasks such as
writing about a place they felt safe, waking
up and finding themselves in unusual
situations and writing from the perspective of
a famous person’s relative or friend.

A booklet of poems has been produced and
each student will be given their own copy
and a colour version will be available in the
library.

A group of twenty five Y9 students went on a
visit to Salford University for an ACE (Access
to College Education) Day on the 25 June.
This event is designed to give a taste of what
it is like to be a university student.

To begin with the Y9s were put in groups to
work with a student ambassador. These are
university students who are working towards
their own degree. They have volunteered to
run these courses to raise awareness of
Higher Education. Everyone worked together
on a variety of activities about university life
and also a Dragons’ Den style activity to
design a product or service to benefit
university students.

Later they took a tour around the university
grounds and everyone was surprised at how
big it was and also the facilities available on
campus. For example, a swimming pool,
climbing wall, sunbeds, a bank, a small
supermarket, lots of places to eat and a
bookshop to name just a few.

It was a very enjoyable day and also very
informative, it showed our students what a
good experience university could be.

A FOND FAREWELL TO OUR YEAR 11
LEAVERS

A fantastic night was
had by all on Friday
the 4 July at the Last
Drop Inn, Bolton, for
the Year 11 Leavers’
Dinner.

Thank you to all our students for the efforts
they made with their evening wear and their
exemplary behaviour. Special congratulations
to Joseph Ashurst and James Wallace on their
brand new iPod Nanos! Both students won
the prize draw for having maintained over 97%
attendance over their 5 Years at the school.
Happy listening

YEAR 9 EVENING OF SUCCESS

On Wednesday 18

June, Year 9 had

an Evening of

Success to

celebrate the end

of Key Stage 3 and

to reward students who deserved recognition
for their effort and achievement over the past
three years. The evening included
entertainment by a number of students to
include the School Band, Dance, Drama and
Music.

Thank you to all staff, students and parents
who supported this successful evening.







