Welcome to the Spring Term edition
of our Newsletter. As usual, | hope
that it gives you a flavour of the life
of the school; we intend particularly
to highlight many of the Arts
activities that help to make the
school such a lively and vibrant
place.

Snow Closure
It has been, to say the least, an
interesting few weeks starting with
the disruption to the start of term due
to the snow. Closing the school is
always very much a last resort, but
this time we were unable to do
anything else because the school
site was inaccessible and, in fact,
dangerous. In this, we were no
different from any other local schools
and it was certainly a frustrating start
to the term for students and staff
alike. We recognised that closure
created extra headaches for parents
and we tried, as far as possible, to
keep you as well informed as we
could. Several parents have
commented that they were grateful
for the early communication of
information through our “Parent Call”
system for sending text messages
but if you had a different experience,
please let us know what we could
have done to make things easier. It
is, of course, vital to the smooth
running of the system that you keep
us informed if your mobile ‘phone
number or landline number changes.

The snow closure, together with
increased numbers of exams
affecting Year 10 students, has led
to our decision to cut Year 10 work
experience to one week this year
instead of the traditional two weeks.
We feel that this gives students the
best possible chance of making up
lost learning time at such a vital time
in their school careers. If individual
Year 10 students wish to organise a
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second week of work experience
they will be able to arrange it,
through school, for the final week of
the summer term.

Year 11 learning time is being made
up partly through after school and
holiday sessions and partly through
a relatively late start to Study Leave.
The final day for the normal Year 11
timetable will be Thursday, 27" May,
when we will hold our Leavers’
Assembly as a celebration of their 5
years at Fred Longworth. As has
become the tradition, Year 11
students will attend school on that
day in their own clothes and they will
be presented with their Records of
Achievement during the Assembly.

Spring Term Highlights
Many of our highlights for this term
are within the Newsletter- there have
been far too many for me to outline
here. However, | am pleased to
share with you the news that our
work with the Halle Orchestra,
reported in the last newsletter, has
led to our becoming the first school
to be designated as official Halle
partners. This is a real honour and a
testament to the hard work and
dedication of our Music department.

The other big highlight for me this
term has been to see for myself just
how many of you attend our Parents’
Evenings. We had massive turnouts
for the Year 9 evenings, despite one
of them being held in a snowstorm,
and attendance at all the other
evenings has been a real indication
of the level of support you as
parents give your children in school.
We are always looking for ways in
which to improve your experience at
these evenings, so please feel free
to make any suggestions for
improvement to your child’s Head of
Year.

Moving Forward
With improvements in mind, | would
like to ask for your help in
completing our annual parent survey
over the next few weeks. The
guestionnaire is organised by an
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independent company called
Kirkland Rowell and will go out to a
random sample of parents. You will
be asked how satisfied you are with
various aspects of the school. This
gives you the opportunity to say how
you feel about the service we
provide as a school and we will use
the results to help us to plan for
further improvements. | appreciate
that you are all busy people, but
would ask that you spare a few
minutes so that we are given an
accurate picture of how we are
doing; your views are important,
even if you have already completed
one of these questionnaires in the
past. The students will also complete
guestionnaires in school, so their
voice will be heard alongside yours.
The results will be reported in the
next Newsletter.

And Finally......
For our students, the Easter holidays
are almost here and | hope they
have an enjoyable break. Year 11
students and many of those in Year
10 will of course be in the midst of
preparation for exams and we all
wish them the very best of luck with
their revision.

Have a good Easter break.
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Freddies very own indie kids The
Aftershock played their first ever gig
as a band at Manchester Academy 3
on February 11. The band has only
been together 9 months played a 30
minute set consisting of six songs
three covers and three songs written
by themselves. The band were well
supported on the night by students
and staff from Freddies.

The band are very busy rehearsing
for more gigs which they have lined
up, they will also be getting some air
time on a local radio station soon.
The future looks very bright for these
guys so keep an eye out for them.

The Aftershock are, Sian Gilfilan,
Joey Nicholls, Jonny Bolton and Joe
Gill all of Year 10 and Jordan Bourne
of Year 8.

For more information about the band
go to.

www.myspace.com/
musictheaftershock
www.reverbnation.com/theaftershock
And you can become a friend of the
band on facebook

Enterprise Game Challenge

Well done to our Year 9 students who
completed the Game Challenge at
Leigh Sports Village. First they
played against each other to be the
best entrepreneur within our school
team. John Menzies winning with an
asset total of over £1m, followed

closely by Chelsey Evans, Kurtis
Atkinson and Jenny Ford.
Competing against 8 other schools
and with a massive group total of
£3.25m saw them awarded with third
prize. Congratulations and watch
out Richard Branson!!!!

Summer Term: Uniform
Matters

After Easter, we are introducing an
extra style of skirt to give the girls a
little more choice of uniform. This is
a ONE STYLE ONLY pleated skirt,
currently only available from
Wendy’s until we have had chance
to approve the skirts offered by our
other suppliers. We hope to approve
pleated skirts from our other
suppliers as soon as possible, but
will send out a letter to parents when
this happens. The skirt we have
approved has a waistband, has the
school badge on it and is made of
similar material to the blazer. It must
be worn at a reasonable length, just
above or on the knee, and with black
tights.

Please note that, as with the straight
skirt and the school trousers, only
our approved skirts will be allowed in
school. If you are in any doubt,
please check with your child’s Head
of Year. If we feel that the new style
leads to deterioration in our
standards of uniform, it will be
withdrawn and this will be made very
clear to the students. Trousers and
the straight skirt will, of course,
remain as options.

Drama

Well done to the Y11 GCSE drama
students for their hard work in the
recent rehearsals. The public
performances took place 15th-18th
March.

From all drama staff

Pottery Evening Classes for
Adults

Pottery evening classes are now
being held for adults on a
Wednesday night from 7pm-8.30pm
in the Art Department. The group are
enjoying working alongside our Artist
in Residence, Sarah Ruth Baker,
who showed them how to throw pots
on a wheel and how to hand build
larger pots and tiles. Sarah will
demonstrate different glazes and
techniques over the next few weeks
so that the group have a selection of
work to take home. The classes are
being run for a limited period of five
weeks but if you would like to join us
you will be more then welcome. For
more details please contact Mrs
Kidd in the Art Department.
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Year 8 Winners for the Best
Garden Design

Year 8 took part in a competition to
design the layout for the new school
garden. They surveyed the area and
gathered information to base their
decisions about how to divide up the
space and what to grow. Some of
the classes met and discussed their
plans with a professional garden
designer who also chose the winning
designs.

The three winners for the best
designers were, in first place Katie
MacAfee from 8JW, in second place
Morgan Foster from 8JW and in third
place Alex Jackson from 8MA. Well
done year 8.

The Great ‘Freddies’ Garden
Amnesty
Do your garden tools show you up?
Are they more rust than metal?
Do your wellies pinch your toes?
Have you bought too many seeds
and bulbs this year?

We will take them off your hands no
questions asked!

Bin your old tools - help the
garden in school
We will place a tub in reception to
drop in all your unwanted items.

Thank you in anticipation
Mrs. Faulkner & Mrs. Kidd

Hallé

Following the very successful Hallé
orchestral concerts in October and
the Hallé Impresarios project within
Maths in December, Fred Longworth
has been accepted as the Hallé’s first
official partner school in Greater
Manchester.

Steve Pickett, the Hallé Education
Director, has agreed to create and
develop important links not only for
arts subject but for vocational and all
curriculum areas within school.

It is expected that the Hallé's
prestigious partnership school status
will affect between three and four
other high schools in the region. A
special logo is currently being
designed by the Orchestra’s graphic
designer to celebrate this
achievement.

Projects being considered include
workshop and master classes, artists
in residence, work on literacy and
numeracy through the arts and a new
venture linked to ‘Musical Futures’
that allows students to play all kinds
of instruments within the classroom.
We are both delighted and honoured
to be the first school to be involved in
this exciting development.
Rick Asbury
(Head of Arts)

First Aid in School
Over the past couple of months we
have had a number of students
coming into school with injuries they
have sustained over the weekend
and asking to see the school nurse.
We are not obliged to have a nurse
based at school, we have twelve first
aiders who are here to help with
accidents and illness which occur
during school time only.

WANTED
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Are your children growing up too
fast?

If so, please send outgrown
uniform into school

All items gratefully received
Thankyou

Mrs Bailey
Halliwell Room
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Contact Numbers

If you would like to contact your
child’s Head of Year please
telephone using the following
numbers:-

Mr Stalker (Y7)
01942 881988

Mr Fallows (Y8)
01942 881990

Mr Hall (Y9)
01942 881996

Mrs Roughley (Y10)
01942 881450

Mrs Killey (Y11)
01942 881459

Student Absences

If your child is absent from school
please telephone the student
absence line 01942 881986 to report
this.



SPORTS NEWS

Dance

Our Year 10 Dance Leaders have been
teaching after school dance in a number
of our local primary schools. This has
lead to a performance at Fred Longworth.
St George’s, Tyldesley Primary, Hindsford
and Garrett Hall took place in our Primary
School Dance Festival which was a
tribute to Michael Jackson. Fred
Longworth dance students also performed
in the show to number one hit songs.
The night was a great success, well done
to all performers involved.

Rugby

One Year 10 and five Year 11 students
took part in a Rugby Leaders Award
course during half term. They all passed
with flying colours and will now be leading
various rugby competitions and festivals

Badminton

Year 9 boys badminton team
continue to do well, they beat
Cansfield High School in the first
match of the year. The girls team
also played really well.

End of Term
The Spring Term ends on Friday
26th March with Progress Review
Day. Therefore, the last full day in
school is Thursday 25th March.
By now your child should have
made an appointment with their
form tutor to see them at some
point on 26th March. The Summer
Term begins on Monday 12th April
which is a staff training day, with
students returning to school on
Tuesday 13th April.

Remaining Holiday Dates
2009—2010

Bank Holiday
Monday 3rd May

Half Term
Monday 31st May
to
Friday 4th June

Summer Term Ends
Friday 16th July

Holiday Dates
2010-2011

Autumn Term Starts
Wednesday 1st September

Half Term
Thursday 21st October
to
Friday 29th October (inc)

Autumn Term Ends
Wednesday 22nd December

Spring Term Starts
Wednesday 5th January

Half Term
Monday 21st February
to
Friday 25th February

Spring Term Ends
Friday 8th April

Summer Term Starts
Tuesday 26th April

Bank Holiday
Monday 2nd May

Half Term
Monday 30th May
to
Friday 3rd June

Summer Term Ends
Wednesday 20th July

Staff Training Days
Wednesday 1st September 2010

Monday 1st November 2010
Friday 24th June 2011



